NORTHSTARSEEDLTD.

Grow with us

A8

Annual Ryegrass Seed Production

Annualryegrassisacool season annual bunch grassthat has a densebranched,
fibrousroot systemandiswell suited towet, heavy soilswithagoodtolerance
toflooding. Annual ryegrass is planted in the early spring and harvested in August
and is an excellent alternative to spring cereal crops. Early August harvest
helps to make better use of machinery andtime. Annual ryegrassis crop
insurablein Manitoba.

Contracts: Are for 1 seed crop year.

FieldSelection: Annual Ryegrass is suited towetheavy soils. Fields withquackgrass or
highwild oatpopulations should be avoided. Landtreated withresidual herbicides
should be carefully considered because some chemicals may impair seed germination.
Seeding: Atarate of 12-16 Ibs/ac and ata depth of about halfinch. Solid seeding with
an air seeder or drillinto a firm seed bed works really well because of accurate seed
placement and packing. It should be one of the first crops seeded on farm.
There has also been some success with frost seeding late fall.

Crop Protection: There are anumber of chemicals available for broadleaf and annual
grass weed control. Broadleaf weeds can be controlled fairly easily but timing of
application is critical for wild oat control. There is no control for quackgrass.

Harvest: Annual Ryegrass needs to be swathed which usually takes place late July-early
August with combining 5-7 days later. Annual ryegrass tends to lay down readily which
can make swathing difficult.

Yields: Have rangedfrom 800-1400Ibs/acwithanaverageyield being aroundthe
1100 Ib range and a top end potential of 1800 Ibs/ac.

Post-Harvest: Annual Ryegrass seed should be putin an aeration binto get moisture level
below 12% which is safe for storage. The straw has some nutritional value and can be
baledandusedforfeed. Regrowth makes a great grazing or silage opportunity and
should subsequently be sprayed with glyphosateinthefall.
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